INDIAN   FREEDOM

understood if a proper appraisal is to be made
of that movement, and without which the true
intention, the exact truth of India's struggle
for freedom will remain an undiscovered secret,

Of the two forces that in the last century
proved most effective in the individual and
collective life of Europe., one was the French
Revolution and the other was the Scientific
Materialism. It was an age when the mar-
vellous achievements of Science made the
individual conscious of his powers and poten-
tialities and when the great ideals of revolu-
tionary France roused the collectivity to a
sense of its rights and responsibilities. These
influences were not confined to Europe only.
The mind of Asia apparently inclined to
conservatism, did not take long to imbibe them
and with them, Western ideas of democracy^
freedom and nationalism. In India their impact
created conditions that helped to rekindle
the lamp of her soul, to resuscitate the collec-
tive life of her people. The inward bent of
their mind opened the eyes of the inaugurators
of this movement not only to the puissance